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What is interpretive 
placemaking?

Interpretive placemaking integrates interpretive experiences into both 
interior and exterior spaces, shaping them into dynamic narrative 
landscapes. 

• integrating elements of heritage, culture, art, technology, and identity 
into a unified narrative and,

• storytelling approach enriches the environment, transforming it from a 
simple location into a vibrant and meaningful experience.

Interior spaces, such as 
window display areas, 
can become vibrant 
storytelling environments 
through thoughtfully 
designed elements like art 
installations, interactive 
displays, and multimedia 
experiences. 

Exterior spaces can be 
similarly enhanced with 
elements like public art, 
historical markers, and 
interactive installations.  
Parks and plazas can be 
vibrant and engaging 
environments through the 
integration of sculptures, 
murals, and landscape 
elements that reflect local 
traditions and values.

Interpretive signage on 
the Furneaux Geotrail
at Flinders Island by 
Nature Tourism 
Services

Urban Light, Chris Burden
LACMA



Every story starts with…
…a good story



Digging deeper in Deming –
literally

The Tunnels



Inspiration
Local Lore:
Tunnel Lore (story lines-inspired by Deming Writers Group book: Down Under 
Deming (2012):
1. Army built Tunnels 
2. 19th century secret access to Brothels
3. Local Chinese use tunnels to avoid townsfolk
4. Smuggling and bootlegging
5. Opium Dens

Fodder:
Deming Writers Group book: Down Under Deming (2012)
SWNM History Deming Nearby Towns
Facebook groups
Sanborn Insurance Maps
Photographs
Newspaper Articles
Historic Buildings
Buildings with known and speculated tunnels
Unsolved mysteries, ghost stories and lively historical characters

Goals:

• Foster identity, heritage 
preservation and support 
unique places,

• Draw more people 
downtown through an 
interactive visitor experience 
by stringing relevant 
experiences together,

• Making the invisible visible –
invite people to engage in 
the mystery of the Tunnel 
Lore and its potential 
connection to City history,

• Cause people to ask 
questions, what to learn 
more, explore and interact 
with downtown businesses.



Research: The Tunnels



Where to find information on 
older buildings

• Old City Directories (UNM Center for SW research, local library, local 
museum)

• Deeds, Abstracts of Title (County clerk and state records center)
• Building permits/Architect (local government)
• Aerial Photographs (UNM MAGIC)
• Newspapers (local library, local museum, UNM Center for SW research, 

online)
• Post cards and photographs (local library, local museum, UNM Center for SW 

research, museums, ebay, online)
• Sanborn Insurance Maps (local library, NMSU, Library of Congress, UNM 

MAGIC)
• State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) - State Register of Cultural Properties 

and National Historic Register (State Historic Preservation Office, National Parks 
Service)

• Booster Magazines (UNM Center for SW Research)
• Correspondence and personal records (local libraries & museums, Center for 

SW Research)
• City Historian, Local Historical Society
• Books and online (local authors, researchers, studies)

Useful Secondary Sources

• Facebook
• Websites (Cinema Treasures)
• Associations 



• Personal stories and historical context
• Locations, Dates, Names, Building Uses
• Myths and lore
• Photographs

What kind of information 
can local authors provide?



Was your district mapped?

Sanborn Insurance Maps Alamogordo
Albuquerque
Artesia
Aztec
Belen
Carlsbad
Carrizozo
Cerrillos
Cimarron
Clayton
Clovis
Columbus
Deming
Dexter
Elida
Espanola
Estancia
Farmington
Fort Sumner
Gallup
Hagerman
Hatch
Hillsboro
Hobbs
Hot-Springs (T or C)
Kenna
Lake Arthur
Lake Valley
Las Cruces
Las Vegas
Lordsburg
Magdalena
Maxwell
Melrose

Mora
Pinos Altos
Portales
Raton
Roswell
Roy
San Marcial
Santa Fe
Santa Rita
Santa Rosa
Silver City
Socorro
Springer
Taos
Tucumcari
Vaughn
Wagon Mound



What kind of information 
can a Sanborn Map provide?

• Building location
• Number of stories
• Building use and sometimes name
• Construction materials
• Window and door locations
• Fire hydrants and waterlines
• Flammable materials
• Approximate age of buildings
• Historical platting



What kind of information 
can a newspaper provide?

• Name of building
• Building owner
• Place based stories
• Dates
• Builder and architect
• Building use
• Age of building
• Historical context

ao
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LOAM » TO IS MONTHS

Farmera May
Or Livestock

Against Crop
Prodactkm

Applications for production loans
to farmers in Otero, Dona Ana, Sier-
ra, Luna, Grant and Hidalgo counties
uinn. secretary-tresanrer of the Las
Graces Production Credit association
in the Rio Grande theatre budding
at Las Graces.

Mr. Goian tibat the loans
made in these counties most be good
loans and collectible ones if the as-
sociation ia to continue as a perma-
nent service to the farmers in these
communities. The association is or-
ganized for business and not charity.
Loans may be for three to twelve
months and any eligible deserving
farmer who needs credit and lias se-
curity may obtain one.

Security for these loans wfll consist
of first liense on crops, livestock or
other personal property on which a
lien or chattel mortgage may be taken
to adequately secure the loan. This
lien may be on rty already hi
the possession of the borrower or to
be purchgased with the money bor-
rowed. It is not intended that pro-
duction loans shall be secured prin-
cipally by mortgages on real estate
and this type of aeeuiity wfll be re-
garded only as additional collateral

A small fee wfll be,jc3uirged to in-
spect the property offered as secur-
ity but usually no fee wfll be char-
ged for inspection if the loan is net
granted. The minimum 'amount of a
loan is 50. The iatenst xate-.at M-es-
ent is 6%%, charged only for the
actual number of months the loan is
outstanding and b ot collected until
the loan is due. Loans may be ob-
tained to purchase seed, equipment

D. H. S, NEWS ITEMS
, By DoaaULaw. Reporter

Members of th* Senior class of B.
H. & left eatfy" this morning for
Carlsbad Caveat*, where they will

p«T*y ?•» Governor's Say. Hk.
Mrs. Win, A. Anderson accom-

panied them on the trip.
They are to go via Roswett; where

they wall joia aeveral hundred seniors
from other high schools in New'Mex-
ico. Tonight wfll be spent in Carls-
bad. The trip through the caverns is
to be taken tomorrow, and the Dem-
ing people will return (home tomorrow
night.

f i t Spring Production Under Way

THANKS FROM VETERANS
We, the members of the various

veteran's organizations of Denting,
wish to thank the people who were in
sympathy with our fight in getting
our disabled comrades restored and
raised on the compensation rolls All
the injustices of tne so-called Econo-
my act are not yet wiped out and
trobably never will be, but we be-
ieve we have won over the act, and
hat which no red-blooded American

will stand for—Dictatorship
It "has been said that there are on

he pension rolls men who are not"
entitled to be there. If you or anyone
will make those charges in writing
and present them to any veterans or-
ganization I am sure they will inves-
igate and if they find those charges

true they will take the necessary
steps to have them removed.

8aL Apry 7: "Strawberry Roan,"
a famous old cowboy song inspires
^wp *» **^T/^Ti f* ' 1̂ '•- T- it if T* »" *c **w*iAwti O-k iWu Jliarii>>iatfUf'U Is- IHMtttt

western, thriller. Climb into a saddle
andjenjoy with Ken the whirlwind ac-
tior-of a herd of wild horses and the
caafuering of a. wild staffion. Also:
fa My Pate Read?; Lizzfe Borden,
and a new serial, Pirate Treasure.
Sun,-Mon. April 8-9: What Yon Have
Wanted To See! Mae West in "Im
No Angel," with Cary Grant This
time she's a hip-Sippin' torso-tossin'

Tuesd
s Win
flection

fertilizers, or to cover the costs of
growing, cultivating or marketing
crops and for the pyeHuttiuii of ftn&
stock and dairy mad poultry products;

The loans are from three to 12
months and joe due and payable at
the time when crops
nanced are sold.

It seems that some do not under-
stand veterans affairs and do the most
talking are the ones who do not try
to find out facts.

The present bill that was passed
over-the president's veto wil Ibring
sevteal thousands of dollars of new
money into Deming and Luna county
and if there is anything we need
~iare of_,its,new money.

The Claude dose Howard Post of
Ifce VFW was advertised in the For-
eign Service magazine when the Eco-
nomy act was passed and were com-
pelled to quit, but now as thousands

livestock fi~
on dairy cattle

months;*

are restored t*£fcj rails, they are go-
ing ahead and tell the disabled of the
advantage, of New Mexico's Sun-
pune, so4f you wisn_to,4jelp out, get
in toueh ^ath one of U* post-ofn^rs.

Tae letters f •--=-=-' - - ** '—
friends setn to
their effect

Each farm* bestowing ,̂ for the
Irst* time antematieaUy becomes ; a

, member of the association since each
- is required to own voting stock jn,

the association equal to five per ' '
of the amount be boerowa and
stock may be purchased with * part
of the loan. It is the only voting
stock of the association and may be
purchased only by borrowers, each

' having one vote regardless of Ihe
amouuc borrowed. A memoer of the
association is not liable for the loans
of the association or the debts of

* other borrowers. The stock carries no
double liability. Any possible impair-
ment in the value of the stock of the
association wfll affect the individual

money
» veteranf* ,̂ m în ggming

Operetta April 13
On April 13, at Smith gym, the

boys' and girls' glee clubs, under the
direction of Miss Dorothea Pfeiffer,
musical director of the high school,!

F. Bowman Buys
Sunshine Bakery

Fletcher Bowman, who recently
moved to Deming from Albuquerque,
has purchased the Sunshine Bakery
from Joe Protis.

Mr. Bowman has for the past two
years been employed by the Engel-
hart Baking company of Albuquerque
and is thoroughly conversant with all
the fine points of the bakery business.
He expects to place on the-market a
product that will be better than any-
thing at present available in local
stores.

Mr. Protis expects to leave next
week for Arizona. Mrs. Protis will
remain-here -until school closes.

Deming people generally will wish
Mr. Bowman every success in his
venture.

SPECIAL FARE FOR BIG
LEAGUE BALL GAMES

The Parrish Stage Line is offer-
ing a rate of $2.40 for the roundtrip
from jDeming to El Paso this week
end. Tickets are on sale today,' to*

First Year Cooking
I Clqb Met Saturday

T* first year 4H cooking club met
at tie home of the district home de-
monstrttiou agent Saturday after-
noon and prepared at sapper as usual.
We wonder if all the women make as
good biscuits and cinnamon rolls as
these girls did. We are most sure
cney did not have as muck fua
ing Ihem and doing the other
as these girls did.

The second year cooking club wilf
meet at the home of the district

Whole Ticket Wins Office Witfr
Substantial Majority

LARGE VOTE REGISTERED

New Beard Wffl Take Over
Affairs Monday, May 1

Tuesday's municipal election re-
sulted in a complete victory for the
Independent ticket, all five of its mem
bers being swept into office by sub-
stantial majorities.

The total vote was somewhat under
the record of 1149 set twe years ago,
but WAS ieavy at that. Both tickets
staged an active campaign which got
out better than an average number
of voters. *

Following is the way the vote went*
Independent Ticket—

W. J.
W. O.

Evans ____
Hall

agefet next Saturday morning, April njenace, that pats rt in a class by it-
1, at Ifl o'dctrk and prepare a dinner. »e|E. A story of a man's search for

The 4H dothinr club will mwt at hippiness, only to find. life was a
broken dream. A drama that tugs at
the heart and sears the emotions.
Abo: foamine the Netherland; Hol-

Sunday, and the final re~
tarn-limit ja Monday. '-

TMs-f are is offered for Iftose *ftko

4H clothing club win meet at
the home of Mrs. Robert Franey on
Saturday afternoon at 2:30.

The AUar society met yesterday at
the, home of Mrŝ  $, M. Carney.

LON WEAVER IS INJURED
BY; PICK POINT TUESDAY

•"" -

L*n Weaver suffered a painful to-
iryi Tuesday, when a pick he was

,usiBfe, slipped and tit him jost be-,
right eye. A deep and long

the Chicago Whfte"
"

tomorrow.v«wL Sunday 'after-

«r*
i» -,

borrower only insofar as
stock holding is concerned.

Most of the capital of the associa-
tion is provided by the Production
Credit Corporation of Wichita, which
is supervising the work of the asso-
ciation in this state. Mr. G. D. Hat-
field is a director in the local asso-
ciation.

Anyone interested in £hese loans
may obtain information regarding
them from the office of J. W. Boutz,
county extension agent.

CLARENCE ARMSTRONG HON

Clarence Armstrong Hon, son of
Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Hon, died last j
Friday night at the Hon home on I
West Pine street. He was 26 years
of age.

Deceased was a native son of Dem-
ing and had resided here all of his
life. His friends were many, and all
mourn his death.

Surviving are the parents, Mr. and
Mrs. C. H. Hon, and a sister, Mrs.

Ahoy." This is an entertainment of
national reput- It was written by Car-
eton S. Hadley, the same author that

wrote the Broadway hit, "Look
Who's Here.

rais own ! The two leading parts are carried

LL GAME HERE
SUNDAY AFTERNOON

The Deming baseball team will play
the DHS All-Stars Sunday afternoon
at 2:30 at the Pine street grounds.

The public is invited to attend this
game, which ought to be good.

W. 0. Hall, Dorothy Hall and
Helen Raithel spent Easter at Ros-
well with Tommy Hall and Stanley
Raithel.

Mr. and Mrs. C. B. organ and Mr.
and Mrs. Geo. D. .RobinAon spent
Sunday on the Upper Mimbres.

M. C. Heffelman made a business I Trw? *
in to Silver Titv TV,,i«^a^ m Den"ng-

by Lawrence Measday, baritone, and
Pauline Ward, soprano. The operetta
is a scream throughout. . - -

The first act is shown aboard the S. trip to Silver City Thursday.
S. Bel Santo. The second at the hotel
Norida in Raycerne, the principal |
port of Bel Santo. The ttiird act is '
in the grand ballroom at the home
of Ward Davis in Raycerne.

If you don't want to miss the best
laugh you've ever had a chance to
have, see the operetta, "Ship Ahoy."

Reserved seats are now on sale at
the Deming E rug* company.

Clothing Club Met
Wednesday P. M.|

The Home Demonstration clothing j
school was a grand success Wednes-i
d,ay. Miss Dee aier, assitant state'
home agent from State College, had!
charge. The meeting was an all-day

MTJ

was

the

cut, but fortunately

, . _ ,
Mohdaf. .He is employed-

xoaif construction' worK'"%e-~
tween Road Forks and Rodeo.

RUTLAND NAMED DEPUTY
UNITED STATES MARSHAL'*

Dennis Rutland was this week ap-
pointed deputy United States mar-
shal for this district of New Mexico,
and is already on the job.

He succeeds W. A. Cassman, who
held the position under the Tondre
regime.

shady-lady, singing new songs. Miss
West give a splendid performance of
a colorful character. Mae West fans
will surely enjoy this. Also: News;
Moonshiner's Daughter; Easy Aces.

Tnes.-Wed. April 10-11: Tuesday
the drawing- wfll be for $80. The star
of I Am A Fugitive, Paid Muni in his
latest pietore, "The World Cliaages,"
is the greatest characterization if his
entire career. Never have you beheld
more amazing drama than this story
of four generations, caught in the —
crash of today's furiously changing James Aekerman _
world. Supporting stars, AJine Mac! <Se°- Che«ter, Jr. _
Mahan, Mary Aster, Margaret Lind-1 *" E- Wells

say, Guy Kibbee and Donald Cook.'
Also: News; Plane Crazy; Happy Ho-
boes.

Thurs.-Fri. April 12-13: Doable fea-
ture program, '"MidsMpman Jack,"
with Brace Cabot and Betty Fnrness.
A lively intr%uing: tale of lovey yoath-
and adventure. Four hundred officers
and men ot the United States Naval
Academy turn actors and take part in
the sequence, helping to stage a
thrilling war maneuver between air-

674

Peoples Ticket—
P. M, Steed
C. G. Sage
C. C. Bassett
F. L. Nordhaus
W. F. Hamilton

planes and sub-chasers. "Broken ^^T ?!? * a°d T^
Dreams." a screen nT^ ™>K~,r» Us m Iast Tuesday's election.

PEOPLE'S CANDIDATES *
EXPRESS THEIR THANKS

We take this means of expressinr
our thanks to our many friends for
the loyal support and assistance given

lywood Babies.

MASONIC NOTICE
A special communication of Dem-

Dr. P. M. Steed.
C. G. Sage.
C. C. Bassett,
F. L. Nordhaus,
W. F. Hamilton.

"THE AIRWAY" WILL OPEN
TOMORROW NIGHT AT SEC

"The Airway," Deming^ .
business enterprise, will be openedspecial communication of Dem- Dusmess enterprise, wfll be opened r«

todge No, 12, A. F. 4 A. M>, will Dtffira*8& tomororw evening at six. A.
U—U -« -nr_ .»__ i . * . T^ft I I I m nf -f-t»M *•»*.«_-:_ i * t_« *«* •

.
be Mi next Wednesday

be work

cordially

Mr. ant Mrs. Mtayer arrived

the

The Hondale Homesteaders club
met Wednesday with Mrs. F. E. Kim-
ball.

Miss Roberta Tidmore, who has
seen a patient at Holy Cros ssan for
:he past few months, spent Sunday

Will Coach At S. T. C.

G. 0. Gibson, to whom the sympathy
of the community is extended.

Funeral services were held at the
home Easter Sunday afternoon, Rev.
Wm. Sickels officiating, and interment
was ir,ad2 in Motmtainview cemetery.

-sitta- t^, i I- 'tion a*ent" The illustrations of «leevessilver tea l»y tiie women _ n j -ji , • . - , , «T»CV.an" an kinds of plans for revamping

affair at the Methodist
pot luck dinner.
Remodeling was the

-M<

subject, in- j
eluding the discussion1 of dyeing.
Splendid bulletins which had been es- j
pecially prepared and were up-to-the-
minute in suggestions were given to
all present. If you happen to want
one, a*.k the district home demonstra-!

of the Christian church will be next
Thurd.i'>, April 12, at the home of
Mrs. Frank Scott, 701 South Tin ave-
nue. A'l women are invited.

Guild Benefit Dance
Tomorrow Night

The Guild of St. Lake's Episcopal
church urges everyone to attend its
spring dance tomoirow night at the
Airwa>. Special features are being
arranged, including a prise waits.

Corsages of spring flowers will be
sold at the door. The haO nas been
newlj decorated aad n profusion of
spring flowers wfll be used through-
out.

Abe, and His Gsng win fnrnnh the
music for the dance.

Admission charges will be 40c per

old ones as well as making new gar-
ments were invaluable.

The afternoon was devoted to real
work. Everyone enjoyed the whole
daj,. Miss Maier will come again in I
June and will hold a one-day clothing.
Fchool as well as assist in the flower j
show. We hope each one will have j
an opportunity to meet Miss Maier
in June.

Bifef Tagsl
Safe Monday8

The safe at the Foxworth-Gal-
braith Lumber company office was
"cracked" Monday night and two
watshes, a kodak and about $50 i

. ,
feature of the opening night wffl he
ifae bape&t 4anee to be staged by Oft

p of SL Luke's Episcopal chord.
The Airway is neatly decorated m

Mac kand white and presents a strik-
ing appearance with its fittings «C
marble and glass. A completely mod-— — .»-•*»»• ---- --- *« p ••»«!! «j« *j. v-wiuw&^bt^

Logans ̂ *« JotrataJn, at whiefr soft

cash left the premises with the thief.
Entrance to the office wah gained
through a south window.

This is the third time this estab-
lishment has been visited by robbers
who worked over the safe.

CONTRACT STANDINGS
Messrs. Cunningham and Trow-

bridge were high for the evening with
46.5 points. Standings of the first five:
Mmes. Hall and Lindauer
Messrs. Tannich and Temke
Mi. and Mrs. E. D. Martin
Messrs. Cunningham and

Trowbridge
Mi. and Mrs. C. H. Hon

.59478

.58125

.55516

.55063
-51021

Mrs. Boutz Speaks
'At H. D.

and lunches wfll "W served: _ ^^^
shining bench, presided over by Frank
Austin, and a dance hall 'are the spe*
^ial features of the establishment.

Ed TAompson. W. O. Hendrix and
Aw^-^Sler will preside at the foun-
tain, at winch products of the Me-
"an dairy will be served. Borden's
ce cream will be featured and Voiera

Bros, will furnish the soft drink ma.
terials.

Carpenter work, painting ,p)umbingr
and electrical work were done by-
Messrs, John Fairall, Alex Thomp-
-on, Carl Schultz and Paul SchurtC.resT>ectively.

Tobaccos, notions and magazines
will be carried in regular stock.

The Airway is owned and operated
by Charles Hannigan.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Sunday school at 9:45; morning-

worship at 11 o'clock.
Mrs. Sam Watkins favored us with

a beautiful and appropriate solo at
the morning service last Sunday.

Elders Cowgill, Sylvanus and Todd,
who had been reelected at the annual
meeting, were reinstalled last Sun-
day morning.

The pastor and his wife and Rev.
Rhea Kuykendall are attending the

' the ~ '

invited to attend our services.
Wm. SICKELS, pastor.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Maple and Copper Streets

J. B. Brown, minister

RAY BRANCHEAU

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
West Spruce, between Iron and Zinc

Our services continue as usual. Sun
day school, 9:45; preaching, It and
7:30; children's meeting at 7. Tues-
day night, 7^30, prayer meeting at
the church, and onfall the Wimberly
home Thursady Sigh*. Wednesday
night of next week we will have our

t^TS^^J^L^^ "i"1"* «"**<** »*-• «««»
^Oui'^m^nbe7OT *̂°1W^ Friday night at 7:30 Bible study at

-"K drug stores. and visit us.
JESSE A. MOORE, pastor.

Raymond J. Brancheau, voted the
most valuable player at Notre Dame
in 1933, has ben appointed head foot- i R_,
ball coach and director of athletics KOCKne-
at New Mexico State Teachers col-
lege, Silver City, according to Dr.
Hoyt C. Graham, president.

Brancheau will bring the Notre
Dame style of play to Silver City
when football makes its comeback, af

track. He made his freshman numeral
at Notre Dame under the late Knute

ter an absence of six years from the
3TC campus.

The new coach was recommended to
college officials by Elmer Layden,
now head coach at Notre Dame.

He is a native of Monroe, Michi-
gan, where he was a high school star

in football, basketball, baseball and

During his sophomore year he alter-
nated at halfback position with Shee-
ketski, and as a junior and senior he
held down n regular berth.

BranchfAu will have complete
charge of all physical education ac-
tivities at STC, being head coach of
all sports.

A Citizens Athletic association has
been organized in Silver City and is
now soliciting funds with which to
equip the college team. Over $800 has

realistic that ev
eryone felt as if they had accompan- |
led her. The pictures of the historic i
places were most interesting. Thirty- I
one were present, in spite of the |
rtorm. i

In Greece it is only recently that i v
you can buy readymade clothing. Ev- „ ->101I"n* sermon subject, «TJie
erything ha dto be made. Most of the 5/ay?r Llfe and the sPIr!* of Prayer."
materials are woven. Your draperies ! z?™* I?™-011 Abject, "A Victim of
must be woven to order. Your furni- j ̂
ture must be made, unless you are 116

able to buy some secondhand, which j V

is rare. Such a thing as a glass jar
or tin can to be used in home can-}
ring is unheard of. You cannot even

,nty- Special music. Evening
b!?m at 7 and 8' respective-

> *" and

CARD OF THANKS
- . We wish to express our sincere

buy crocks that have enough glaze | appreciation for the kindness and
to keep preserves. Fresh fruits and j sympathy extended to us duriiur til*
vegetables help, of course. There are, illness and after the death of OOT
few taxis, fewer privately owned cars.! ron and brother.
The tram serves for most all trans- Mr. and Mrs. C. H Hon
portation locally. Although everyone " ' '
enjoyed hearing of the customs
abroad, they were glad that they
live in New Mexico. Even the sun ap-
peared just a little brighter.

Mrs. Boutz brought a number of
lovely pieces of embroidery and a
beautiful bag.

We hope that everyone will mark
the first Tuesday of the month on
their calendar? and remember that
th«y are welcome to come to all the
Home Demonstration meetings, which
are always held at the Methodist
church at 2:30.

Please remember that the first
Taesday in June will be the flowersrStTrssui"-«- £?^=~*" ?= rs.nLi-s

Mr. and Mrs. G. 0. Gibson.

Easter Egg Hunt
Drew Large Crowd

Hundreds of Deming youngsters,
gathered Sunday afternoon at Rail-
road and Court House parks to tak*
part in the annual Easter egg horn)
conducted by the Deming Lions dob.

Ninety dozen eggs were used tln%
year, as well as hundreds of
of Raster candy.

There is no need to relate that tht
participants in the hunt had a
licking good time—and that the

b,gger and better than erer. these "kid," enjoy

I

of piece* , ^

that tht i
kd • v«|> I
theUamj ' J

***** J I

Deming Headlight, April 06, 1934,Pg. 1, Deming, New Mexico, US

https://newspaperarchive.com/deming-headlight-apr-06-1934-p-1/



What kind of information can 
photos and postcards provide?

• Name of building
• Building owner
• Dates
• Builder and architect
• Building use
• Age of building

(BANI®

Demia



Background Research

Task: Using provided newspaper 
articles indicate on ONE map the 
name of the business

Time: 20 minutes, report out

Challenge: Find as many as you 
can!

1. Name of building + Date
2. A good story
3. Crazy fact

Tips & Tricks

• Look at advertisements
• Look at the 1 cent/word 

section
• Look for articles about fires 

and new construction
• Look at special features
• Highlight info so you don’t 

loose it!

Hint

• ”Gold” and “Silver” are 
north of pine and south of 
pine is “S Gold” and S Silver”



Fieldwork: The Tunnels
Interpretive Placemaking 
Themes:

• Chinese Laundry
• Opium Alley
• Window Painting
• Invisible Visible

1. Meet at Copper Kettle (Corner of 
Spruce and Silver

2. Sidewalk Decal Demonstration (2 
locations)

3. Interpretive Placemaking



Fieldwork: The Tunnels
Interpretive Placemaking 
Themes:

• Chinese Laundry
• Opium Alley
• Window Painting
• Invisible VisibleDate/Time: Thursday, September 26, 2024; 4:00-5:00pm

Meet At: Copper Kettle (Note: if you want to help discover
history from maps, meet at Mimbres Valley Learning Center at
2:50pm.)
Project:  Work with MainStreet participants to use temporary
materials to indicate former building uses, apply old
advertisements and other visuals from Deming's past on store
windows.
Skills needed: Problem solving. Creative thinking. Being
comfortable sharing your ideas and opinions and offering
suggestions with strangers. Being respectful of others ideas.
Speaking in groups. 

2. Window Painting 

 4:00 pm: Meet at Copper Kettle1.
 Using maps created during MainStreet Fieldwork Session
match building information on maps to buildings in the field.  
Using supplied stickers, temporary paint and stencils, mark
names of former businesses on buildings.

2.

Tasks:

Ever wonder what used to be in the old buildings downtown?
Deming has a rich history of entrepreneurs, fires, vices and mystery.
Help reveal the business history of the community during the early
railroad years to the prohibition and provide potential clues to the
Deming Tunnel mystery.



Fieldwork: The Tunnels
Interpretive Placemaking 
Themes:

• Chinese Laundry
• Opium Alley
• Window Painting
• Invisible Visible

Date/Time: Thursday, September 26, 2024; 4:00-5:00pm
Meet At: Copper Kettle (Note: if you want to help discover
history from maps, meet at Mimbres Valley Learning Center at
2:50pm.)
Project:  Work with MainStreet participants to create a temporary
art installation in the walkway featuring opiate history in the
1880's and in modern times. Decorate and install temporary
lanterns in trees, make wall collages and displays about opiate
addition in history, provide opportunities to morn those lost to
addiction and provide information on how to fight addiction.
Skills needed: Following directions, working with others, patience,
creative thinking, love of arts and crafts, attention to detail.

3. Opium Walkway

Tasks:

In the late 1880's, America experienced an opiate crisis. Many
medical and home remedies at the time involved opium and
morphine use. "Opium joints" could be found in most American
towns. In 1909, the federal government began to regulate the opiate
trade. Some locals have theorized that the tunnels may have been
used by the Chinese for smuggling or lead to opium dens.

 4:00 pm: Meet at Copper Kettle1.
 Assemble Chinese Lanterns and hang in trees2.
Create and install themed collages: opiate history (then
and now), addiction experience, information on where to
get help

3.



Fieldwork: The Tunnels
Interpretive Placemaking 
Themes:

• Chinese Laundry
• Opium Alley
• Window Painting
• Invisible Visible

Date/Time: Thursday, September 26, 2024; 4:00-5:00pm
Meet At: Copper Kettle (Note: if you want to help discover
history from maps, meet at Mimbres Valley Learning Center at
2:50pm.)
Project:  Work with MainStreet participants to create a temporary
art installation in the alley to make visible the presence of the
Chinese in Deming's early history. Using stamps and fabric, help
create a clothesline which memorializes the Chinese laundries in
Deming's history.
Skills needed: Following directions, working with others, patience,
love of arts and crafts, attention to detail.

4. Chinese Laundry

Tasks:

Over 200 Chinese laborers worked on the second transcontinental
railroad. With its completion in Deming in 1881,  many Chinese chose
to stay in the fast growing town. Anti-Chinese sentiment and
Federal laws began to limit occupational opportunities and
restricted Chinese immigration. Chinese laundries became a
business opportunity for many Chinese in the west, where few
women and long distances to ship clothes for cleaning created a
demand for laundry services. 

 4:00 pm: Meet at Copper Kettle1.
 Stamp addresses on laundry bags2.
Hang string lights3.
Hang laundry bags by years open4.
Create information gallery 5.



Fieldwork: The Tunnels
Interpretive Placemaking 
Themes:

• Chinese Laundry
• Opium Alley
• Window Painting
• Invisible VisibleDate/Time: Thursday, September 26, 2024; 4:00-5:00pm

Meet At: Copper Kettle (Note: if you want to help discover
history from maps, meet at Mimbres Valley Learning Center at
2:50pm.)
Project:  Work with MainStreet participants to identify buildings
that were once Chinese businesses. Using old maps, locate these
former businesses and apply a marker at the location.
Skills needed: Following directions, working with others, map
reading, love of arts and crafts, attention to detail.

5. Making the Invisible Visible

Tasks:

Chinese businesses could be found on every block in the early
decades of Deming's history. Chinese businesses consisted of
laundries, restaurants, grocery stories, dry goods stores, and
others.  This forgotten history may offer clues to Deming tunnel
locations.

 4:00 pm: Meet at Copper Kettle1.
 Using maps use provided materials to indicate the
presence of a Chinese business in early Deming history.

2.



Michelle Negrette
505.710.4221/stratadesign.nm@gmail.com


