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shop mainstreet 
facts 

+ 

What is the NMMS Shop MainStreet: Support Our 
Homegrown Businesses Campaign? 

It is a year-round effort to support small businesses in NM 
MainStreet Districts through a seasonal marketing campaign 
that engages each community, businesses, residents and 
visitors.  

How the campaign helps MainStreet Communities: 

When people spend money in locally owned businesses, it has 
a greater impact than spending money with businesses that are 
not locally owned. Jeff Milchen of the American Independent 
Business Alliance says: 

“Shopping at locally owned establishments can 
leverage community funds times three, on average. For 
example, by supporting a local clothing boutique, a 
consumer is also supporting a local attorney, tax 
preparer, and printer. Local businesses tend to source 
small manufacturing and banking needs closer to home 
as well.” 

How it works: 

Each MainStreet community receives a press kit, sample 
posters and support from NMMS to launch the campaign. The 
local MainStreet project will then put up posters around their 
community and issue a press release to start the campaign. 
(We recommend starting with the Winter/Christmas season.) 
Additional posters and tools will be made available throughout 
the year to keep the community engaged and support locally 
owned businesses. 

While the focus of each campaign is the businesses within the 
MainStreet district, the campaign is relevant to all locally 
owned businesses. 

What NMMS provides: 

• Launch Kit
• Shop MainStreet

Posters
• Printable files of

posters with room
for your logo

• Sample press
release

• Tips to boost
activity and
spending

• Talking points
• Ongoing Support

from NMMS
consultants

What the local 
MainStreet does: 

• Displays posters in
local businesses

• Provides
information to
businesses

• Issues a press
release once a
quarter

• Notifies NMMS of
events and
activities related to
the campaign
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sample press release 
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Contact: For Immediate Release 

Your name, organization Date 

Phone 

Shop MainStreet and Support Homegrown Businesses 

“SHOP LOCAL FIRST” CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED 

(YOUR ORGANIZATION) in partnership with New Mexico MainStreet 
and the New Mexico Economic Department is launching a Shop 
MainStreet Campaign to encourage holiday shoppers to shop local first 
this holiday season. 

 (INSERT HERE - QUOTE FROM YOUR COMMUNITY LEGISLATOR, 
A BUSINESS OWNER OR MAINSTREET BOARD PRESIDENT) 

Buying local benefits local communities by: 

• Retaining money in the community - Each time that money is
spent at locally owned businesses, more money is available to
support other local businesses like retail stores, movie theaters,
auto repair shops, restaurants, health services, etc., and more
local jobs are created

• Local businesses generate local jobs - Income to those
businesses is returned in the form of salaries, which are spent
locally as well. And don’t forget all those youth team
sponsorships, raffle items, high school scholarships and other
investments in our community that are made by local merchants.
They don’t have to do any of that, but they do because they care.

• Retains local flavor - Experiences at local establishments are
completely unique, expressing the local flavor of the area.

• Increases community involvement - The men and women who
own and operate businesses downtown have deep community
roots. They sit next to us at athletic events, coach our kids, and
volunteer in our churches and charities. The brick-and-mortar
small-business owners in our community represent the backbone
of our local economy.

shop mainstreet 
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pellentesque: 
Nam vestibulum dolor quis libero. 

“Shopping in MainStreet districts impacts the businesses and the 
community,” says Rich Williams, NM MainStreet State Director. ”Dollars 
spent in local businesses are more likely to recirculate in the 
community. This creates jobs and builds a stronger tax base.” 

Studies support the idea that buying local has significant economic, job 
and environmental benefits:  

• Money spent at locally-owned businesses has three times the
impact on your community than money spent elsewhere.

• Local businesses contribute more to community charities.
• Local independent businesses create local jobs.
• Small businesses, which are often located in downtown –

MainStreet - districts, are often in historic properties. One of key
aspects of revitalization is the rehabilitation and reuse of historic
properties. Preserving buildings is inherently energy efficient,
because it reduces demand for new resources, reduces waste
from demolition and construction, and preserves the energy
embodied in an existing building.

(OPTIONAL: INSERT HERE - QUOTE FROM YOUR COMMUNITY 
LEGISLATOR, A BUSINESS OWNER OR MAINSTREET BOARD 
PRESIDENT) 

Shop MainStreet is a year-round effort to support small businesses in 
New Mexico MainStreet Districts through a seasonal marketing campaign that 
engages each community, businesses, residents and visitors.  

### 

NMMS 
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tips to boost activity & spending 

• Host a MainStreet Open House – Offer refreshments, special
discounts, coupons, and music in businesses… possibly even
carolers on the street or have Santa visit!

• Build on Existing Events – If you have a Christmas Festival or
Parade, encourage local businesses to have an open house just
before or during the event. If the crowd is already there, find a way
to capitalize on the traffic.

• Organize a “Cash Mob” – Almost like the Flash Mob that will break
out in dance in a specified area, you can call people to spend money 
in a local business. CashMob.com has great ideas for using social
media to get the word out and has information on how to plan a cash
mob.

• Plan a Twelve Days of Christmas Shopping Event – Give customers
who shop MainStreet the opportunity to win a gift basket. Collect
items from MainStreet businesses and create as many baskets as
you can. Value each basket between $50 and $100 to create
incentive for shopping. Customers fill out drawing slips for a chance
to win. You can collect the slips at each business or have one drop
off point.

• Hold a Window Decorating Contest – Set a theme and a deadline
(usually between Thanksgiving and early in December) and then
post pictures of the winners on your Facebook page and website.

• Cross Market – If MainStreet businesses or theaters already have
annual holiday events and activities, help them get the word out!
Create a one-page flyer with a list of all that is going on downtown
for the holidays and get it out to your email list, social media links,
Chamber of Commerce, City and other partners.

• Use PSAs – Don’t forget to take advantage of the Public Service
Announcements that radio and newspapers offer for non-profits.
Send out information weekly on events and activities on MainStreet.

• Spread the Word – Print copies of the Shop MainStreet Poster and
ask store owners to put them in their windows. Use the Logo on
Twitter and Facebook and in your newsletter and holiday
publications.

shop mainstreet 
NMMS + 
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shop mainstreet 
talking points 

1

1. The men and women who
own and operate businesses 
downtown have deep 
community roots. They sit 
next to us at athletic events, 
coach our kids, and 
volunteer in our churches 
and charities. The brickand- 
mortar small-business 
owners in our community 
represent the backbone of 
our local economy. 

2. Shopping MainStreet is a
great way to reinvest into 
your community. Studies 
have shown that for every 
$100 spent locally, $68 stays 
local. For every $100 spent 
at a national chain store, 
only $43 stays local. The 
bottom line… shopping 
MainStreet will keep more of 
your money in your 
community to be re-spent. 

+ 

2

3. Local businesses
generate local jobs. 
Income to those 
businesses is returned in 
the form of salaries, which 
are spent locally as well. 
And don’t forget all those 
youth team sponsorships, 
raffle items, high school 
scholarships and other 
investments in our 
community that are made 
by local merchants. They 
don’t have to do any of 
that, but they do because 
they care. 

4. Shopping MainStreet
is pro-business. It is a 
great way to support 
small business because 
they don’t have the 
opportunities often sought 
through franchise 
ownership or corporate 
owned chains. 

3

5. Each time that money
is spent at locally owned 
businesses, more money 
is available to support 
other local businesses like 
retail stores, movie 
theaters, auto repair 
shops, restaurants, health 
services, etc., and more 
local jobs are created. 

6. Each time that money
is spent and re-spent, 
your city tax base is 
strengthened to support 
city resources such as 
schools, parks, police and 
fire departments. 

7. By Shopping
MainStreet you help build 
your local economy and 
improve your town’s 
quality of life! 
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ShopLocal.us is part of a grassroots effort to inspire more people 
to buy from local businesses in neighborhoods across America--
making a difference in our communities. When you shop local, 
more of your money is going toward protecting the local economy, 
people and the character of your neighborhoods. ShopLocal.us 
provides resources to support local community initiatives. 

http://www.shoplocal.us 

shop mainstreet 
Sustainable connections: online resources for enriching your shop mainstreet campaign 

Small	  Business	  Saturday	  is	  held	  in	  partnership	  with	  
American	  Express.	  The	  first-‐ever	  Small	  Business	  
Saturday	  took	  place	  on	  Nov	  27,	  2010.	  It	  encouraged	  
people	  across	  the	  country	  to	  support	  small,	  local	  
businesses.	  From	  Washington	  D.C.	  to	  Washington	  
State,	  governors,	  mayors,	  senators,	  and	  even	  
President	  Obama,	  all	  voiced	  their	  support	  for	  Small	  
Business	  Saturday.	  Since	  that	  first	  event,	  it	  has	  
grown	  to	  include	  over	  1500	  neighborhoods,	  74	  
million	  shoppers	  and	  14	  billion	  dollars	  in	  sales.	  

https://www.americanexpress.com/us/small-business/shop-small/	  

Pick 3. Spend 50. Save your local economy. 

Originally founded to ask shoppers to spend $50 in 
three local businesses during the holidays, it now 
encourages people to spend $50 a month in local 
businesses. Lots of affiliate and press resources. 

http://www.the350project.net/home.html 
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